
A d l e r ♦ G i e r s c h  a t t o r n e y
Betseylew Miale-Gix has won an
important court victory for
accident victims in Washington
state. The Washington Court of
Appeals found in favor of
Adler♦ Giersch
client, Lien Trinh,
in the case of
Trinh vs. Allstate
I n s u r a n c e
Company.

The case arises out
of an accident in
1996 when Ms.
Trinh had a flat tire on Interstate 5
and called a friend to help. Pete
Drosdal and another friend, Robert
Lee, were helping Ms. Trinh change
her tire when they were struck by
an uninsured drunk driver. Mr.
Drosdal was killed. Ms. Trinh was
standing next to Mr. Drosdal when
he was struck, but she was not hit
by the drunk driver.

Though not physically injured, Ms.
Trinh was diagnosed with Post-

Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)
as a result of the accident. This
condition was accompanied by
physical symptoms including
headaches, nausea and vomiting,
hair loss, chronic crying, insomnia

and depression.
Allstate denied
coverage under
her Uninsured
Motorist coverage
citing its policy
language which
p r o v i d e d
c o v e r a g e  f o r
“bodily injury”.

Allstate claimed that Ms. Trinh’s
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder was
not a bodily injury under the terms
of her policy.

Ms. Trinh filed an action in King
County Superior Court against
Allstate for coverage under the
Uninsured Motorist policy. Allstate
filed a motion asking the Court to
dismiss Ms. Trinh’s claim. The
Superior Court found in Allstate’s
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favor and dismissed her claim. Ms. Trinh appealed
the decision to the Washington State Court of
Appeals. On January 14, 2002, the Court issued
an opinion in favor of Ms. Trinh, reversing the
Superior Court’s dismissal. To read the entire Court
of Appeals opinion go to
 www.access.wa.gov/courts/opinions.

For many years, south Puget Sound providers
and clients have encouraged Adler♦ Giersch to
increase its accessibility. After searching for the
right location, we have opened an office in Kent
at 1111 West Meeker Street, near the Regional
Justice Center. According to Managing Partner,
Richard Adler, “We are grateful for the support
of our clients and providers in encouraging us
to open this office. We look forward to providing
increased accessibility to our firm in southern
King  and nor thern  P ierce  Count ies .”
Contact our Kent office at 253-854-4500 or fax

253-854-4824. Directions to our new location are
available by calling our office or online at
www.adlergiersch.com.

Gov. Gary Locke recently signed a bill into
law that makes failure to wear a seat belt a
primary offense. Beginning June 13, 2002,
police can pull motorists over for not wearing
a seat belt and issue an $86 ticket. Previously,
an officer could only ticket people without
seat belts after pulling them over for some
other reason.

It is hoped that the new law will increase seat
belt usage from the current 82 percent to 90

percent, saving 36
lives and preventing
900 injuries each year.
Other states have
increased seat belt
usage by an average
of 17 percent after
similar changes. It is anticipated that this
change will save as much as $600 million in
medical costs, including over $7 million in
state Medicaid costs.
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-Richard Adler



In conjunction with the Puget Sound
Blood Center, Adler♦ Giersch is
hosting its Annual Blood Drive on
June 6th, 2002, at 333 Taylor Avenue
North in Seattle. In the wake of the
recent tragedies, awareness for the
need to donate blood has grown
significantly, but the need remains

constant for over 4.5 million patients every year in the U.S.
Please take the opportunity to continue to make a difference.
If you are over 18, in good health, and over 110 pounds, you
are likely eligible to donate blood. Adler♦ Giersch will provide
donors with free lunch and gifts for their contributions. To
schedule an appointment to make a donation, contact Liz Cruse
at 206-682-0300. For questions concerning donor eligibility or
for more information concerning blood donation, contact the
Puget Sound Blood Center’s Web site at www.psbc.org, or call
PSBC at 800-366-2831 (ext.2301 or 2543). If you are unable to
donate on June 6th, please consider donating another time.
Further information about blood drives in your area is provided
by the Puget Sound Blood Center.

Distinguished Speakers
Present

♦ March 9-10, 2002– “Whiplash,
Spinal Trauma and the Personal
Injury Case” presented by
Adler♦ Giersch, PS.

♦ March 26, 2002
Adler♦ Giersch, PS opens fourth
office in Kent.

♦ April 1, 2002– Adler♦ Giersch,
PS Web site, www.adlergiersch.com
is launched.

♦ April 25, 2002–Evening
presentation in Kent for doctors
on “Handling Common Cross
Examination Questions at
Deposition and Trial”.

♦ May 2, 2002– Richard Adler
presents “Understanding Personal
Injury and Insurance Law”
sponsored by the Washington
Association of Independent Medical
Examiners.

♦ May 10, 2002– John Alexander
speaks at the Washington Trial
Lawyers Association seminar,
“Voir Dire and Juries: The Good,
the Bad, and the Ugly".

♦ May 17, 2002– Richard Adler
speaks on “Practice Pointers for
Attorneys” at the seminar Handling
the Traumatic Brain Injury Case
jointly sponsored by the Brain
Injury Association of Washington
and the Washington Trial Lawyers
Association.

♦ May 23, 2002– Presentation in
Everett for doctors on “Handling
Common Cross Examination
Questions at Deposition and Trial”.

♦ June 6, 2002– Adler♦ Giersch
hosts its Annual Blood Drive
sponsored by the Puget Sound
Blood Center at our Seattle office.
Donate blood and win prizes!

Calender of
Events

Annual Blood Drive

Recognizing the need for the health
care and legal communities to work
together in the best interests of
victims of injury, Adler♦ Giersch has
presented an annual seminar to
health care providers since 1990,
“Whiplash, Spinal Trauma and the

Personal Injury Case”.  This year’s seminar was presented on
March 9 – 10, 2002, with nearly 200 health care professionals in
attendance. Speakers included Daniel Murphy, DC, DABCO,
Washington Insurance Commissioner, Mike Kreidler; Harborview
Medical Center’s Chief of Rehabilitative Services, Peter Esselman,
MD; Rehabilitation Specialist, Richard Seroussi, MD; physical
therapist Diana Olsen, PT; orthopedic surgeon Paul Schwaegler,
MD; massage therapist Diana Thompson, LMP; and King County
Superior Court Judge, Hon. Michael Trickey.




